Biology, assures us there will be plenty to see—more than usual, in fact—what with 
the 1950 Fish Show being on, those dates, in the Aquarium halls. This annual event 
sponsored by the San Francisco Aquarium Society gives home aquarists, both 
amateur and professional, a chance to show what they are doing and to compete 
for awards. We are advised that the Aquarium will keep only its regular daytime 
hours for this event—no evening opening. So come between 10 and 5. 

Another thing to see will be a tankful of Asiatic snakeheads, ranging in size 
from three to eight inches, brought from the Tokyo Aquarium by Ralph W. M. 
Keating. Our recent visitor, Dr. Yoshio Hiyama, adviser to the Japanese Aquarium 
Union, arranged the shipment. This well-known Pacific fisheries authority told Dr. 
Herald that this fish was eaten during the war, though the Japanese do not ordinarily 
relish it because of its resemblance to a snake. Those we are now showing should 
ultimately attain a length of three feet. Dr. Hiyama warned us of the dire con- 
sequences of possible release in California fresh waters of this fish which has moved 
in from its native Korea and taken over most of the fresh waters of Japan, often 
to the detriment of the Nipponese fauna. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council has approved 
the applications of the persons listed below for MremBersuip in the California 
Academy of Sciences. If no objection to the election of the applicants be received 
at the office of the Academy within two weeks after May 25, they will be considered 
elected. 
For REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 
Dr. Margery Ss Anthony 
Mr. John E. Black 
Mr. Henry S. Chaffee 
Miss Nelly P. Chapin 
Me. E. P. Chase 
Dr. Carl W. Clark 
Dr. Emanuel S. Cohen 
Mr. J. Lloyd Conrich 


Mr. Norman C. Cooper 
Dr. Sidney P. Cooper 


Mr. N. Andrew Hope 
Miss Rosalind A. Keep 
Mr. B. W. Letcher 
Mr. York T. Mandra 
Mr. Henry Mulryan 
Mr. David A. Nelson 
Mr. John Pantages 
Dr. David R. Sears 
Mr. E. F. Serr 

Dr. Francis Scott Smyth 
Dr, O. R. Tanner 


Dr. L. P. Coy 

Mr. George S, Daniels 
Mr. Lloyd Ray Dunham 
Mr. Albert B. Elsasser 
Mr. Alan Field 

Mr. Jack Flinn 

Mr. Henry S. Hall, Jr. 
Mr. Wesley H. Hansen 
Dr. Paul R. Highby 

Dr. Gerald C. Hill 

Mr. Parker M. Hole 
Mr. Kenneth F. Holway 
Mr. John C. Hoogland 


Mr. Stanley E, Thompson 
Dr. Ernest R. Tinkham 
Mr. David Lewis White, Jr. 
Professor Fergus J. Wood 
Mr. Wayne W. Zenger 


For ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 


Stanford University Library 
Weihe, Frick and Kruse 


For STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 


Raymond Anderson 
Margot Arlom 
Daniel Powell 
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Courtesy Allan Hancock Pacific Expeditions 
“LOOK, NO HANDS!” 
Flightless cormorant pedaling up a Galapagos island. 
(See page 2) 
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May Announcement 


THE REGULAR May MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be held in 
North American Hall, West Wing of the Academy buildings in Golden Gate Park, 
on Friday evening, May 26, 1950, at 8:30 o'clock (please note departure from the 
customary time). ethene of the program will be 


Tue GatApacos IsLaNpsS—AN EQuatTorIAL WONDERLAND 


Mr. Joseph R. Slevin, Curator of Herpetology in the Academy and a leading 
authority on the Galapagos Islands, will introduce the subject with slides and a 
general description of the famous archipelago. Following this he will present a 
remarkable motion picture made by Richard Leacock of the Lack-Venables Gala- 
pagos expedition of 1938-1939. 

“Just over a hundred years ago, in 1835, Charles Darwin collected some dull- 
looking finches in the Galapagos Islands. They proved to be a new group of birds 
and, together with the giant tortoises and other Galapagos animals, they started a 
train of thought which culminated in the Origin of Species, and shook the world.” 
Thus David Lack, in the Preface to his book Darwin’s Finches (Cambridge, 1947), 
a study in ornithology and evolution, the field work for which was the purpose of 
his expedition. 

Since Darwin trained the eyes of science on this remote group of volcanic islands, 
a distinguished procession of naturalists has debarked upon its inhospitable but 
fascinating shores. “The country was compared to what we might imagine the 
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cultivated parts of the Infernal region to be,” Darwin himself set down in his diary 


of the voyage of H. M. S. Beagle. William Beebe subtitled it “World’s End,” and, 
more than anyone before or since, brought this place of legend and mystery within 
the ken of the literate common man. 

Longest and most intensive concerted attack upon the biological “unknowns” 
of the “Enchanted Isles” (as earlier Spanish explorers had dubbed them) was that 
of the California Academy of Sciences in its Galapagos expedition of 1g05—1g06 and 
subsequent studies in the vast collections made. Joseph R. Slevin was a member of 
the party on that seventeen-month ‘ ‘voyage of scientific research,” the story of 
which he tells in the Log of the Schooner “Academy” (OCCASIONAL PAPERS of the 
California Academy of Sciences, No. XVII). The eee work of this expedition 
is still being done, and written about in the learned journals. 

David Lack’s book bears a dedication “to the staff of the California Academy of 
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Sciences, with grateful thanks for their hospitality in the summer of 1939.” The 
warmth of this is inspired not only by recollections of “enervating climate, mo- 
notonous scenery, dense thorn scrub, cactus spines, loose sharp lava, food de- 
ficiencies, water shortage, black rats, fleas, jiggers, ants, mosquitos, scorpions, 
Ecuadorean Indians of doubtful honesty, and dejected, disillusioned European 
settlers” that Lack, Venables, and company record under the chapter heading 
“Galapagos Scene.” San Francisco, after that, meant more than cool, comfortable 
civilization. The Academy’s outstanding Galapagos collections, especially the large 
series of Darwin finches, were invaluable to the British ornithologists in pursuing 
their investigations begun in the field under the above-mentioned conditions. 

Lack calls his book “a work of natural history, based on a study of living birds in 
the Galapagos and of dead specimens in museums.” His cinematographer, Leacock, 
had the advantage—he had to work only with the living birds, the great marine 
iguanas, incredible survivors of a prehistoric time, the seals, sea lions, the myriad 
life of every form, the startling contrasts (“the Galapagos naturalist may lose him- 
self in misty highlands with densely tangled trees, but in the open lowlands he 
may be parched in a lava desert”), and the evolutionary anomalies in action. 

Among the last, Leacock caught in his lens an amazing fact and vindicated a 
miscalled Munchausen among ane s predecessors, E, W. Giffor d, ornithologist 
on the Academy expedition, came back with the straightfaced tale of one ae a 
species of Darwin finch he saw “feeding in a leafless, decd tree. _It was apparently 
searching for insects, for it inspected every hole carefully. Finally it found one too 
deep for its bill. It then flew to a neighboring tree and broke off a small twig, about 
half an inch in length, Returning to the hole the bird inserted the little stick as 
a probe, holding it lengthwise in its bill. It proceeded to examine other holes by the 
same method.” 

A good story, everyone said, and smiled at Dr. Gifford. William Beebe, however, 
paid his fellow- ornithologist respect by quoting the above on page 428 of Galapagos: 
World's End (1924), adding his own comment: “This is a very remarkable thing— 
the deliberate use of a tool by a wild bird, and all the more astonishing in the 
finches, a group which is far from being at the summit of avian intelligence.” 

We wonder if Leacock, recording the actions of a descendant of Gifford’s finch, 
believed what his camera saw. But then there are so many facts about the Gelepagee 
that are unbelievable even at the moment of being seen 


have to bring the Galapagos to all armchair explor ers. 
The public is cordially invited. 


“Visir STEINHART AQUARIUM” WEEK ? 


‘THE FISH-MINDED among Academy members and other readers of the News Letter 
will find the days between, and including, May 24 and 28 an interesting time to see 
what's going on in the Steinhart Aquarium. Dr. Earl S. Herald, Curator of Aquatic 
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